Have you seen me? (or more likely heard me ? )

Lesser-spotted woodpeckers
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Lesser-spotted woodpeckers were common throughout southern Britain but have declined by 80% in the last 40 years. They are still resident in the Highwoods and we would like you to report any sightings/hearings. Not to be confused with their cousins the Great–spotted woodpeckers, which are common throughout the woods. Lesser-spotted are much smaller and tend to confine themselves to the tops of trees. They are about the same size as a house sparrow; they are much spottier and lack the large solid white wing bars of the great-spotted.  Like the great-spotted instead of singing to attract mates as most birds do they drum. They pick out a small dead branch and hit it with their beak at about 20 times a second, this is a common sound in the woods at this time of the year but will be mainly the great-spotted, the difference in their drumming is that the great-spotted’s is short ( 5/10 seconds) and loud and quite a low sound. The lesser-spotted ‘s drumming goes on for much longer ( up to 20seconds) and is at a much higher frequency (at times even treble). This is because they choose smaller branches, which produce the higher tones. You are much more likely to hear a lesser-spotted than see one but please report any sightings/hearings as we can then feed these reports into the national picture, so that conservationists can increase their knowledge and use that to manage areas better for these charismatic birds. Please send any findings to our website highwoods@btinternet.com or phone Alan Malpass on 01424 224785, thank you.

